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Operation Christmas Child 
““Each year, Operation Christmas Child delivers millions of 
gift-filled shoe boxes to hurting children around the world. This 
project is personal—a shoe box gift can be as unique as the per-
son packing it. It’s a simple way to share the love of God.” 

-Dr. and Mrs. Billy Graham 

 

Learn more about how you can participate on page 3. 
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On Sunday, November 12th, 9:30am, we will have a combined Adult & Youth 
Sunday School in the sanctuary.  All Adult classes and the Youth class are asked to 
join us. 
We have the privilege of having John Marion, Spear 
Ministries, speak with us about how to understand 
Muslims in preparation for an outreach to our 
neighbors. 
John Marion has 23 years of continuous experience 
in cross-cultural communication and training and 
interaction with Middle Eastern and Asian people in 
Washington, DC, New York City, Northern New Jersey, India, Pakistan, and 
Afghanistan. In addition to evangelism and church planting, he has assisted in 
refugee relief, community development, immigration issues, teaching and 
organizational development. 
In the early 1990’s John lived with his wife and children in Afghanistan, learning to 
speak the Dari (Afghan Farsi) language and gaining an awareness of the culture of 
the local people. This time in Afghanistan served as preparation for John to become 
the president of the Center of Peace and Hope in Christ for Afghanistan. The center 
has been used by God to help begin the first Afghan Christian Church in the United 
States. The church planting ministry of the center was turned over to Afghan 
Christian leaders in 2001. 

This will be an informative time as we gain an understanding of Muslims. 

For more information, please visit - www.truthformuslims.com  
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On the first Sunday evening of each year we decorate our sanctuary during the 
“Hanging of the Green” service. This service has always had a special place in the 
hearts of many of our members and we look forward to seeing our sanctuary trans-
formed for the season. 
One of the items needed to make this service a success is to gather poinsettia orders 
during the month of November. This year, we 
will be accepting orders from November 12 - 
26. Each plant will cost $11.00 and can be pur-
chased in memory or honor of a loved one. 
Envelopes will be available beginning Novem-
ber 12 and can be turned in to the church office, 
any deaconess, or Ella Lou Gribben. 
As in years past, each 7” pot will contain two 
plants and will have 7-12 blooms. The plants 
will decorate the sanctuary through Christmas 
even and then can be taken home to enjoy. 
Plants not collected on Christmas eve will be 
given to some of our shut-ins to brighten their 
holiday. 
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We are SPARKS for Jesus, sparks to light the world. 
As each child comes to AWANA to recite their verse 
or verses, I thank God. I can’t help thinking how God 
will use this “little spark” in His perfect plan. This 
child is being prepared to be a light to someone. I 

thank God for their parents who are willing to make sacrifices. They know that the best 
thing they can do is make it possible for their child to have on the full armor of God by 
learning His word. 
As the AWANA clubbers earn their AWANA bucks they have the opportunity to share 
by buying items for the Operation Christmas Child boxes in the month of November. 

Please pray for us so that we can be a spark of light to light them. 

- Maria Senio 
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From a child in Botswana: 

“ I want to tell you about my life before and after I was saved. I 
fought lots with other children. I was disobedient and stole a lot. 
Then I got the gift box and the Bible lessons. I learned how to be 

God’s child and live the right way. I also took Jesus as my Savior, and now I tell other 
children to give their lives to Jesus.” 

 

This Christmas, you can share the love and hope of Jesus Christ with a needy child in a 
country like Uganda or El Salvador by using a simple shoe box. Operation Christmas 
Child is an easy missions project that every member and family can participate in by 
bringing a gift-filled shoe box to church in the next few weeks.  

Here are some ways you can make a difference in the lives of 
these children: 

 

Pray  Please pray that God will touch the heart of every child 
who receives a shoe box gift and that He will bring many 
children and families to faith in Christ. 

Pack a Gift  A shoe box filled with small toys and other gifts 
can open hurting hearts to God’s love. Instructional bro-
chures are available to help know what to pack, or you 
can visit www.samaritianspurse.org or call 1-800-353-
5949 

Give  Please remember to give $7 or more per box to cover 
shipping and other project costs. 

 

Shoe Box drop off week: November 13-20 
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Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, … for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 
Matthew 19:14 (NIV) 
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-Pastor Thom 

  I have been writing these articles for some time now and I 
have tried to tell stories from my own experience and that of 
many others to show that sharing the good news about Jesus is 
the most wonderful, joy-filled experience that any of us could 
ever have.  I have sought to demonstrate that we have often 
made evangelism way too complex.  Everyone seems to be 
talking about Jesus except Christians!  We just need to join the 
conversation and share the good news with our friends. 

  However, there is a missing element to evangelism that I do 
not write about enough.  Evangelism was never meant to be 
done in isolation.  It should be a team sport.  Everyone who 
shares the gospel needs a community of faith surrounding them 
that is also committed to sharing the gospel and to supporting 
those individuals who do.  Most Baptist churches say  they are 
evangelistic, but the evidence indicates otherwise.  In a recent 
study, 53% of pastors say they did not share Christ with any-
one in the previous six months.  In 2004, 55% of Southern 
Baptist churches did not baptize even one youth! 

  I am afraid that many of our churches have become internal-
ized.  Everything revolves around the needs of those who are 
already there.  And that is very bad news if we don’t change it.  
Those we lead to Christ must have a church to go to that will 
not immediately begin to incorporate them into “the club,” 
rather than helping them to go bring the good news to someone 
else. 

  What about our church?  Is it really evangelistic?  Is it a mis-
sion force to our community and beyond?  Is our church an 
authentic community of faith designed to come beside you to 
support you in your evangelistic mission? 

I like Top Ten lists. Here is one we should all think about. 

  If you find our church has too many of these signs, maybe it 
is time to pray.  Maybe it is time to repent.  Maybe it is time 
for a serious decision about whether we are really going to be a 
church or just a religious club.  And most of all, maybe it is 
time to unify around the mission that really matters, and to-
gether, make evangelism good news again. 

 

Top Ten Signs that Our Church is not really Evangelistic 

 

1. There is better attendance at a controversial business 
meeting than at any evangelism training the church has 
ever done. 

2. The student ministry has the best concerts and trips in 
town but no one can remember the last time they went 
witnessing. 

3. The senior adult group has enough energy for bus trips 
to Branson but not to go witness at the local nursing 
home. 

4. It wouldn’t do much good for the pastor to preach an 
evangelistic message because everyone in the service on 
Sunday is already a believer. 

5. The average church member would have trouble naming 
five friends who are unchurched. 

6. Most members get more upset about the music they 
don’t like than about the fact that people are going to 
hell. 

7. There might be money in the budget somewhere that is 
actually devoted to reaching those not already members, 
but no one is quite sure where to find it. 

8. The small groups and Sunday School classes are very 
concerned about “going deeper in the Word” although 
no one can remember the last time an unbeliever actu-
ally came to their group. 

9. If the church were to disappear today, the average lost 
person in your community would not notice. 

10. If the pastor does not visit in the hospital for six months 
he will be fired, but if he does not share Christ for six 
months no one will care. 

 

 “I will give thanks to the Lord because of His right-
eousness and will sing praise to the name of the Lord 
Most High.”  Psalm 7:17 

 

5th   11:00 a.m.      Morning Worship Celebration—Lord’s                     
                                Supper 
         12:30 p.m. Conflict Mediation Session/Potluck  
  Lunch—Fellowship Hall 
7th  8:00 a.m. Election Day—Get out and vote! 
9th 7:00 p.m. Deaconesses’ Meeting 
 7:30 p.m. Deacons’ Meeting 
11th       all day Veterans Day—Let’s remember our Vets 
  Men’s Breakfast 

12th 9:30 a.m. John Marion  - “Understanding  
  Muslims”—  (All Adult Sunday School 
  classes are asked to attend)—Sanctuary 
13th 7:00 p.m. BBS Board Meeting 
16th 7:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
21st 7:00 p.m. Trustees’ Meeting 
22nd 6:30 p.m. Thanksgiving Service 
23rd      all day Church Office Closed—Thanksgiving 
24th      all day Church Office Closed 
28th 7:00 p.m. Trustee Work night—open to all 
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